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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from anonymous 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

• The principles of sustainable should include ‘local communities building more 
sustainable, resilient, alternative local circular economies’. 
 

• As above, the UK CCC principles should also prioritise local community investment, 
infrastructure and support. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

• Not having a community Feed-in-Tariff (FiT) for community-owned/led renewable 
electricity projects. 
 

• High VAT at 20% on renewables and energy efficiency measures.  
 

• State Aid Rules hampering community efforts for match-funding and scaling up of 
initiatives. 
 

• Onerous level of red tape, legal costs, mandatory requirements that inhibit sustainable 
low carbon action on the ground from public and large corporate organisations 
including utilities, grant and loan providers, regulators, etc. 
 

• Grid connection fees and bureaucracy. 
 

• Planning and building standard fees and bureaucracy. 
 

• Historical land, planning, building standards and other legislation still taking legal and 
cultural precedence over Climate Emergency, pragmatic and common sense action 
on the ground.  
 

• Anecdotally, a lack of urgency from civic, public and private entities.  
 

• Insufficient funding for core, development and associated costs for local community 
groups, trusts and the like by a magnitude of 100+. Funding is still far too short term, 
e.g. Climate Challenge Fund only 1 or 2 years. Real change takes generations, albeit 
we also need urgent action.  
 

• More flexibility in FCA and other financial rules and regulations to allow greater 
financial flexibility, more innovative local financial instruments such as ethical 
investment bonds, share schemes, local currencies, cooperative banks, credit 
schemes, time banks, credit unions, etc 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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• Food – lack of incentives for horticultural and agricultural practices that do not utilise 
industrial pesticides and fertilisers but that regenerate, re-invigorate and diversify our 
soils, flora and fauna whilst providing more local jobs, helping communities transition 
rapidly to low carbon, local permaculture and organic solutions.  
 

• Lack of community land that can be used for community-based horticulture or as  
allotments. 
 

• Transport – not enough disincentives on car usage (especially internal combustion 
engines). 
 

• Lack of incentives for safer infrastructure for walkers, cyclists, people with disabilities 
and low-carbon, fuel-efficient and safe public transport. 
 

• Lack of adequate bike storage space on trains and buses.  
 

• Lack of incentives for community transport schemes with green solutions, EV charging 
and storage infrastructure coupled with Solar PV Vehicle Ports.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

• Reinstate the 20-year FiT for local communities and community entities – not for big 
corporates or land owners unless they are part of a community partnership providing 
land or roofs for low-cost lease to communities to generate community benefit. This 
should be available for at last 10 years and be complementary to the cross-party Local 
Electricity Bill in its first phase of the UK Parliament. (Appreciate FiT is under UK 
Government jurisdiction.) 
 

• Continue to provide and massively ramp up grants, loans and other incentives for 
energy efficiency and conservation measures. 
 

• Provide a suite of funding and support for local communities and supporting agencies 
and partners to encourage, support and remunerate young people, people from 
vulnerable backgrounds and BME communities to enter the energy services, 
renewable energy, energy efficiency and low carbon industries building on the work of 
the Young Leaders Climate 2050 Group.  
 

• Deploy a massive new Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy Best Practice 
Programme to train, re-train and upskill our workforce and new recruits, building on 
recent work by the Scottish Government. stakeholders and partners 
 

• Provide incentives to all relevant organisations including SMEs to cover training and 
travel costs.  
 

• Reinstate the Low Carbon Scotland training fund and make it far more accessible for 
local communities and SMEs as with all other funding schemes. 
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• Encourage, fund and support intergenerational mentoring and coaching across all 
relevant STEM fields, as per the STEM Ambassador Programme, and linking to such 
initiatives as MCR Pathways Mentoring & Talent Tasters, etc. 
 

• Prioritise local communities, SMEs and social enterprises working at a local level 
across Scotland passionate about building new local low carbon economies and local 
jobs. 
 

• Exemption from planning, building standards, and associated regulatory or legal fees 
for communities developing low carbon, sustainable solutions. Government to 
subsidise or waive all such costs. 
 

• Planning, building and other statutory agencies must expedite and prioritise all such 
low carbon community schemes working proactively with community, business and 
partner agency representatives to find solutions together – not impose unnecessary 
and archaic barriers. 
 

• More flexible work patterns allowed for officials to meet community groups in the 
evening and weekend. 
 

• More holacratic organisational structures and less hierarchical culture across society 
to help empower local communities and individuals in the spirit of the Citizens’ Panels, 
Well Being Economy, etc. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

• First principle: energy conservation. Deploy far-reaching new smart targets for zero 
carbon buildings, transport and food production which are also meaningful, 
manageable and measurable. 
 

• Second principle: local embedded generation and storage systems for heat and 
power owned and managed at a local level to stimulate local sustainable economic 
development and a new circular economy adopting the principles and learning from 
the grass roots experience of the Transition Movement (read Rob Hopkins “From What 
Is to What If” and “The Power of Just Doing Stuff”) and successful local communities 
across Scotland, UK, REScoop EU Energy Cooperatives and elsewhere. 
 

• Third principle: all-encompassing education and training programmes across the 
country with community, education, private and public organisations and people 
coming together to learn cooperatively. 
 

• Follow the budgetary measures advocated in Q3 above. Minimum of 5 years 
development, capital, operational and revenue support necessary for local 
communities, social enterprises and SMEs. 
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General response 

• It is clear that local communities, social enterprise and SMEs still face an 
overwhelming number of barriers despite the many good forms of funding and other 
support available in Scotland, e.g. Local Energy Scotland (CARES), Warmer Homes 
Scotland, Strengthening Communities, etc. 
 

• There is a lack of real understanding and tangible urgency amongst the civil, public, 
funding and large corporate bodies of the barriers, lack of resources and time  local 
communities face in dealing with Climate Change mitigation  - and soon to be more 
adaptation unfortunately - as we have acted far too slowly as a society. 
 

• Continue to build on the energy efficiency and associated Government schemes such 
as Warmer Homes Scotland, HEEPS ABS, Home Energy Scotland, Zero Waste 
Scotland, Energy Efficiency Business Support, CARES, Strengthening Communities, 
etc, and ensure that local communities and SMEs get the maximum opportunity to co-
design and participate in all such schemes.  
 

• Without a massive increase in the support and funding available to communities and 
removal of the red tape and associated barriers, e.g. as proposed by Power for People 
and in the draft Local Electricity Bill 2020, it will be virtually impossible to meet our 
national carbon targets. 
 

• The Scottish Government and Scotland has come a long way in terms of renewable 
electricity generation, insulating homes, tackling fuel poverty, recycling and more. 
However, we all have to be much bolder now to support the COVID recovery and 
green our economy. We owe it to the Young Climate Strikers if nothing else! 
 


